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kit WELCOME! | am Tam, the proud Head Teacher of this wonderful

- school. Do pop by my office, the door is usually open, to say hil Welcome back to aII
it N our returning children, who have all grown up over the Summer holidays and are
enjoying being our “Nursery Experts”. Some children have moved to Oak Tree room
and have had to get to know their new adults, but this has gone really smoothly.

We’d also love to say a special “Hello!” to all our new starters and their families.
| Everyone is doing so well at getting to know Nursery routines and is settling in brilliantly.

NEW FAMILIES COFFEE MORNING AND AFTERNOON WITH TAM I'd like to invite all
S our families along to a Coffee Morning/Afternoon. There is a choice of two - either on
Monday 21 October at 9.00-10.00 am or Thursday 24" October 1.45-2.45 pm. We’'ll have a chat about

Nursery Life, how your child is settling in, and introduce you to our
:.I: TAPESTRY

Tapestry Online Learning Journals.
ONLINE LEARNING JOURNA

TAPESTRY ONLINE LEARNING JOURNALS We use Tapestry Online

Learning Journals, to record your child’s progress. This is very exciting because you are able to log on
and see photos and videos of what your child gets up to during the day. We’d love you to sit with them at
home, look at their photos and talk about their learning together! Speak to us if you are not logged on yet,
so we can help you.

KEYPERSON Do you know who your child’s Keyperson is? Every child in Abercromby is assigned to one
of the Nursery staff as their “Keyperson”, or special grown up. A Keyperson is someone your child will
form a special bond with, getting to know your child really well. They make observations about your child’s
learning, assess how they are doing and plan next steps for learning for them. There is a display up

outside each room to show who your child is with but if you’re not sure just ask. After half term, we will
invite you to make an appointment with your Keyperson to talk about how your child has settled in and is
doing.

NURSERY SPACES At the start of the year we always have a few spaces, especially for 3-4 year olds, as
many of our children have moved onto Reception classes in Primary schools. We know that personal
recommendation is the most powerful advertisement.

WONDERFUL LEARNING! We've only been back a few weeks but already there has been fantastic
learning taking place! The children were very excited when they went into the garden for the first time after
the Summer holidays and saw all the fruit on the trees and bushes. They wandered around picking the
fruit and eating it, their cheeks were full like
hamsters!

Beatlife, our music and drumming session, has
started back up on alternate Monday and
Friday mornings. This helps children develop
focus, concentration, listening and attention
skills; these kinds of activities are also proven
to develop early reading skills.

Martin our fabulous and fun Physical
Education expert comes in every Wednesday
to lead sessions with the children. Developing
physical skills is crucial to healthy brain
development. As you can see we are fully
committed to developing our little learners at
Abercromby!
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FAMILY AND TODDLER GROUP “LITTLE SEEDLINGS”
We run these stay and play sessions for all our families
with children aged from babies to 4, in our Apple Tree
Room on a Thursday morning from 9.00-11.00 am. You
can bring your child, play alongside them, have a cup of
tea or coffee and some toast. You can also help your child
explore our wonderful garden. (Parents must look after
their children at all times).

BIRTHDAYS We love to celebrate
everyone’s birthday at Abercromby; the
children get so excited when it is their
special day. However, last year |
became concerned about our children’s
health, with how often very large cakes and party bags with s
sweets were being brought in. We have worked hard to
gain our healthy school status and having cakes and
sweets several times a week is not healthy! In addition, we
have a number of children with allergies, who can’t have
these things and there are some families who would
struggle to bring in something for everyone. If it is your
child’s birthday, you are welcome to bring in a small cake to share, but please no party bags or sweets.
If your child has an allergy, which means they can’t have cake, we will speak to you about giving them
a treat they can eat safely, so they don’t miss out.

SOME REMINDERS TO HELP THINGS RUN SMOOTHLY!

¢ Abercromby is a Nursery School, not a Day Nursery. This means that we operate like bigger schools
with a clear start and finish time. We start at 8.45 am and children finish at 3 pm. Learning
activities for the children are timetabled throughout the day and if your child is late, they will miss
out on important learning opportunities, falling behind, compared to their friends.

¢ Packed lunches are going well. The children are really interested in all the different things every one
brings in— but no crisps or sweets please. Children do not need drinks as we provide water.

+ We provide a range of healthy snacks every day—fruit, cereal, toast, breadsticks with dip etc. We
ask for a voluntary contribution of £1 to help us pay for this (£2 if your child is full time). You can
pay for half a term if this is easier.

+ Now it is getting cooler, your child needs to bring in a warm and waterproof coat (or buy a school
coat) and wellington boots so they can access the garden. We really do go out in all weathers
and the children love experiencing this!

¢ Please put your child’s name in EVERYTHING!!
DIARY DATES

¢ The Half Term holiday is from Monday 28th October —Friday 1st November and the school will be
closed for the week. We reopen as usual on Tuesday 5" November.

+ Monday 4th November is a training or INSET day for staff and the school will be closed to children.
Thank you very much for all your support!
Tamm and the Abercromby Nursery Team

www.abercrombynurseryschool.co.uk
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