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INTRODUCTION Everyone knows about the benefits of reading
books with children but rather than just listening, children learn most
from books when they are actively involved. Below are some suggestions to help
you get the most out of picture books. This approach is called Dialogic Reading
and it has been shown to be the most beneficial thing you can do to help your
child learn. It helps them use more words, speak in longer sentences, score
higher in vocabulary tests, show better understanding and generally become
much better speakers. This is the key to all learning! If your child speaks another
language you can do this in their home language too.

WHAT TO DO: Develop a regular time to share stories with your child. Choose a
time when your child is not tired or hungry and is relaxed. Many people find after
tea or after a bath a good time. Find a comfortable place away from noise, TV

and radio. You can use any Picture Book from the library or from our Story Sofa

Share the story together. Whilst reading for the first time, just read it through—
children don’t like interruptions in their first read. Then next time, look for oppor-
tunities to ask the sort of questions listed below:

C IS FOR COMPLETION PROMPT

You allow the child to finish your sentence e.g. “Molly knew Patch was happy be-
cause he wagged and wagged his.............

R IS FOR RECALL PROMPT

Use this for stories that you have already read to encourage children to recall the
story e.g. “Can you help me remember where Molly took Patch for a walk”

O IS FOR OPEN ENDED PROMPT

These are good for getting the children to talk about the pictures e.g. “| wonder
what is happening here?”

W IS FOR “WH” QUESTIONS

Use “what” “where” and “why” questions to deepen the child’s focus e.g. “What
was Molly holding?”

7\

D IS FOR DISTANCING PROMPTS

These help children make a link between the book and the
real world e.g. “Look at Patch, Molly’s dog—do you have a
dog or do you know any dogs?”
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