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MANAGING RESOURCES DURING THE PANDEMIC 
JUNE 2020 

 

RATIONALE 

 During this time of Coronavirus Pandemic, Early Years settings are having to rethink their use of 
resources through Continuous Provision. 

 Any resources touched and used by children need careful cleaning to minimise the risk of 
transmission of the virus to others. Regular hand washing with soap and water for 20s, or using 
alcohol hand rub, is the best way to limit transmission, and where possible children will do this 
between activities. 

 Learning environments inside and outside will need stripping down and simplifying to enable 
everything to be cleaned regularly, making this manageable for staff. 

 Resources must be cleaned daily and sometimes twice daily. 

 However, with careful thought and management, areas of provision to support children’s learning 
across the 7 areas of learning is entirely possible. 

 Particular care must be given to resources shared between groups or “bubbles” as they must be 
cleaned thoroughly between each bubble’s use. 

 All staff need a knowledge of the Coronavirus and the length of time it lives on different surfaces. 
On fabric it is likely to live for around 6 hours. On smooth shiny surfaces such as a mirror or glass 
it may live for up to 5 days. 

 Abercromby Nursery School has invested in an industrial “fogger” machine which deep cleans and 
disinfects entire rooms and everything in them including rugs and soft furnishings. This will be 
used daily at first. However, some resources e.g. blocks stacked on shelves, will only get fogged 
on the surfaces open to the air and so will still need attention if they have been used.  

 Some resources are important but difficult to clean thoroughly between bubble use e.g. books, 
wooden blocks, sand. A quarantine approach may be needed where after use, these resources 
are closed or kept elsewhere for a few days to allow the virus to naturally degrade. When a 
resource has been quarantined it will have a sticker put on noting the date it was quarantined 
and when it can be used again – see below for details in specific cases. 

 Most of our children attend either the Start of the Week, or End of the Week, which will support 
cleaning of resources between bubble use. 

 Children can be involved in cleaning and washing resources at the end of the day, learning about 
how to keep themselves and others safe from the virus. 
 

PROVISION AREAS AND MANAGEMENT 
Below are listed provision areas that could be available for children every day and how their hygiene is to 
be managed. 
 

RESOURCE AREA HOW TO BE USED AND CLEANED 

Malleable and Sensory 
One of the following each day: 

Playdough made in a large batch at start of week 
and a small amount used daily and binned. 
Any sensory play used daily and binned. 



 

 

Playdough, Clay, Shaving foam, crazy soap, gloop, 
slime etc. 

All tools used washed in hot soapy water and left 
out for fogger disinfection. 

Art Area 
Paints, small selection of collage, small pot of pens, 
scissors, small pot of glue 

Resources put out daily as described, then 
wiped/washed with hot soapy water every night. 
Any leftover collage binned at end of day. 

Water Area 
Water tray filled with warm soapy water, and food 
colouring. Small selection of water toys e.g. bucket, 
jug, some sea creatures, spoon 

Water emptied after morning use and water toys 
left out for fogger disinfection. 

Writing Area 
Table with small selection of resources rotated 
daily e.g. pot of 6 pens, A4 card, envelopes or chalk 
boards and chalks. Best to have small amount of 
one-use resources e.g. paper that can be added to 
if children need extra. 

Pens, chalkboards wiped with soapy water every 
night. Unused paper, card and envelopes thrown 
away. 

Sand Area 
Sand tray as usual with a small selection of sand 
resources e.g. 2 spades, buckets, rake, 2 diggers. 
Opened Monday and Thursday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also consider using a small tray with a small 
amount of sand or rice with miniature scoops and 
bowls 

Sand cannot be cleaned adequately between 
bubbles so needs quarantining between bubble 
use e.g. Bubble 1 uses sand tray on Monday. 
Resources then washed with hot soapy water and 
left out on open shelf and sand tray left open for 
fogger disinfection. After fogging, lid put on tray 
and cover put over resources shelf until Thursday 
when bubble 2 can use it and then quarantine 
again in same way. 
 
 
Sand/rice binned at end of day and resources 
washed in hot soapy water and left out for fogger 
disinfection. 

Book Area 
Selection of books, including non-fiction. One set 
of props to support a story. 

Books and props are chosen from internal book 
store in Willow Tree room. 
After use books and props are quarantined in a 
box/bag with a sticker on noting the date it was 
quarantined and when it can be used again (7 days 
later). After the 7 days the books and props can be 
reused or returned to the shelves and another 
selection made. 

Maths Area 
Small selection of resources rotated daily such as 
basket of stones/shells for counting, number cards, 
one game 

Resources are likely to be difficult to clean, (but 
washed in hot soapy water where possible), so 
after use will be quarantined in a box/bag with a 
sticker on noting the date it was quarantined and 
when it can be used again (7 days later). After the 7 
days the Maths resources can be reused or 
returned to the cupboard and another selection 
made. 

Small world 
Small selection of either animals, cars, trains or 
people, with scenery etc.  

Resources are likely to be difficult to clean so after 
use will be quarantined in a box with a sticker on 
noting the date it was quarantined and when it can 
be used again (4-7 days later). After the 4-7 days 



 

 

the Small world resources can be reused or 
returned and another selection made. 

Blocks 
Will be opened for use on Tuesday and Friday 

After use, the shelves with the blocks will be 
fogged and then quarantined by being covered 
with a large throw, with a sticker on noting the 
date it was quarantined and when it can be used 
again (72 hrs later) 

Musical Instruments 
Will be opened for use Monday and Thursday 

After use, the shelves with the musical instruments 
will be fogged and then quarantined by being 
covered with a large throw, with a sticker on noting 
the date it was quarantined and when it can be 
used again (72 hrs later) 

Technology 
The interactive TV panels can be used, along with 
class iPad 

These will need wiping down during the day with a 
cloth with antibacterial solution sprayed onto the 
cloth. They will then be disinfected by the fogger 
daily. 

Role Play 
A scaled down role play area can be used e.g. 
home area can be prepared with a few resources 
e.g. tea set, small basket of food. 
Some dressing up. 

Frequently touched resources e.g. tea set, food, 
washed with hot soapy water. Role play units 
wiped down daily. Any dressing up left hanging up 
for disinfection by fogger (but washed between 
bubbles). Fogger will disinfect resources daily. 

Outside 
Children will be encouraged to play outside as much as possible as virus transmission is very unlikely 
outside. 
Resources used outside are largely the same as those described above and will be used and cleaned in 
the same way. This will be managed on a daily basis, depending on the weather. On a fine day, some of 
the areas described above will be taken outside. 
Garden will be divided into 2 zones for 2 bubbles, with temporary fencing when needed. 
Fixed resources e.g. climbing frame can be used, best organised on a weekly rota basis, but must be 
disinfected using fogger between bubbles.  
Resources such as bikes must be cleaned between bubble use using hot soapy water and can be 
disinfected with the fogger. 

 


