
DIALOGIC READING
Helping your child learn through shared story time

Why does it matter? Everyone knows the benefits of reading with children, but children learn most when they are actively involved. Dialogic Reading
helps children use more words, speak in longer sentences, develop vocabulary, understand stories better and become more confident speakers.

Getting started
• Choose a regular time when your child is relaxed and not tired or hungry.
• Find a comfortable place away from noise, TV and radio.
• Choose any picture book from the library or Story Sofa.
• Share the story together. First time, read it through without interruptions.
Next time, ask questions.

The C-R-O-W-D approach

C
COMPLETION
Let your child finish your sentence. “Molly knew Patch was happy
because he wagged and wagged his…”

R
RECALL
Use stories you have read before. “Can you help me remember where
Molly took Patch for a walk?”

O
OPEN-ENDED
Encourage your child to talk about the pictures. “I wonder what is
happening here?”

W
WH QUESTIONS
Use what, where and why. “What was Molly holding?”

D
DISTANCING
Link the book to real life. “Do you have a dog or know any dogs?”

Top tip: If your child speaks another language, you can use Dialogic
Reading in their home language too.



